
Planning and Zoning Commission
April 9, 2013

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Eaton called the meeting to
order under provisions of Chapter 400 of City Code
and Chapter 89 Revised Statutes of Missouri.

Roll Call
John Cooper Absent
Dale Cottrell Present
Jarrett Dace Present
Jim Eaton Present
Gary Kramer Present
Alan Mastin Present
David Jones Present

Also present was J.T. Hardy, Robert Schaffer and
Dan King representing City staff.

Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Dace made the motion seconded by
Commissioner Kramer to approve the minutes from
March 12, 2013.   Motion carried.

Public Hearing
Chairman Eaton opened the public hearing
concerning a rezoning request for Blue Devils, LLC,
owned by Jeff Lock and Dr. Matthew Tiefenbrunn. 
They are requesting parcel 01-4.0-17-4-03-004.000
be changed from R-1 to C-4 zoning.  Jeff Lock, Blue
Devils, LLC, spoke to the Commission and
explained that they are looking to rezone this
property so that a multi-year lease can be entered
into with Air Evac EMS, Inc.  The proposed Air Evac
building will not be placed on this lot.  It will just give
them relief on setback requirements.  He stated that
Missouri Baptist Hospital is a great asset to the
community.  The area development on Progress
Drive has many medical related businesses.  He
feels the area is conducive to this type of growth.  

Georgia Hohensee, 964 Genevieve, voiced her
concerns regarding possible development of the
proposed lot at a later date.  She is concerned that
this will affect her property and residential area.

Administrator Hardy advised that this would not
affect her existing home in regard to existing
regulations.

Mr. Lock stated that even if the conditional use
permit is not issued tonight for Air Evac, Blue Devils
is interested in pursuing the zoning change.  

With no further citizen comment, the public hearing
was closed at 7:13 p.m.

Chairman Eaton opened the public hearing

concerning a request from Air Evac EMS, Inc., for a
conditional use permit to allow for their air
ambulance business to operate.  Representatives
from Air Evac EMS, included John Landis, Regional
Director of Base Operations; Douglas Woods,
Program Director; Tony Bonham, Senior Director of
Flight Operations; Fred Sandegren, Regional
Director of Flight Operations; Joe Grygiel, Senior
Director of Base Operations; and Blake Osgood,
Senior Project Coordinator.  Joe Grygiel spoke to
the Commission and offered a historical synopsis of
Air Evac.  He noted that being located at the hospital
will offer a great service to the community in the
event of an emergency transfer.  He emphasized
that they would like to become an active participant
in the community and would be responsive to any
issues that homeowners in the area may have.  The
number of takeoffs would average 1 per day.  In the
history of the company have never had a failed fuel
tank.  They are inspected daily by the pilots and
annually by a safety team.  They do not take test
flights at night.  Currently, Air Evac and Arch
average 7 trips to the hospital on a monthly basis. 
He advised if the conditional use is issued, their next
step would be to receive approval from the City
Building and Engineering Department, Fire
Department and FAA.

Commissioner Dace asked if helicopters come to the
hospital on a first come first serve basis.  Mr. Grygiel
advised that the hospital can designate who is used. 
Typically, it would be whomever had the shortest
estimated arrival time.  

Paul McCulloch, 700 Sappington Bridge Road,
spoke to the Commission and voiced concerns that
his family has had multiple problems in the past in
regard to fumes, noise and flying too close to his
home.  He is opposed to having another helipad
located close to his home.  He submitted an email
from 2006 which eluded to past problems with Air
Evac.

Brady Vassallie, 1101 ½ Sunset Drive, asked how
many that Air Evac would be taking off and landing
at the new helipad .  Air Evac stated they average
least once a day from the new location.  

A letter was submitted to the Commission from
Leonard Butts, 1110 Lilac Drive, stating his objection
to the conditional use permit.  Objections were 
noise, feels Air Evac should be located at the airport
and rezoning causing extra traffic and may cause a
safety issue for the children in his area.



Air Evac fielded several questions from the
Commission members.  Further discussion ensued. 

Mike Kennedy, Arch Air Medical, 4225 State Route
55, Prairie Drive, 62277, gave a historical synopsis
of Arch Air Medical Company and wanted to express
his concern with another company locating at this
location due to safety concerns with their proposed
fuel tank.  He stated that the flight time from the
airport to the hospital is two minutes.  He felt the
airport was a better location for their business.  

Eric Ray, PO Box 422, Steelville, advised that he is
a ER nurse at Missouri Baptist Hospital.  He advised
that not every time an aircraft is called, it is
available.  He feels having two aircraft in close
lcoation would benefit the hospital patients and the
community.  He further stated that two minutes to a
cardiac patients can make a huge difference.  He is
in favor of issuing the conditional use permit.

With no further public comment, the hearing was
closed at 7:58 p.m.

Old Business-None
Subdivision Review-None

New Business
The Commission discussed the rezoning request for
Blue Devils, LLC, parcel number 01-4.0-17-4-03-
004.000, Lot 11, from R-1 to C-4.  Commissioner
Dace made a motion approving the zoning change
to C-4 and forward recommendation to the Board of
Aldermen.  Commissioner Cottrell seconded the
motion.  Motion carried.

The Commission discussed the conditional use
permit request for Air Evac EMS, Inc.  

Paul McCulloch, 700 Sappington Bridge Road,
expressed his concern again about flights coming
too close to his house and causing damage to his
roof as well as concerns about another helipad in his
front yard.  He also feels this business would be
better suited to the airport environment. 

Chairman Eaton expressed his concern that the
Sullivan Fire Protection District has not been
approached or notified of Air Evac’s intended fuel
tank.  He current sits on the Board of the Sullivan
Fire Protection District and knows that the Fire
Marshall has not been notified of Air Evac’s intent. 
Chairman Eaton would be more comfortable once
plans have been submitted and approved by the Fire
Marshall.

Air Evac advised that this is the preliminary step and
that all official requirements will be met.  

Administrator Hardy suggested a possible happy
medium may be that every five years the conditional
use permit would expire and any unresolved issues
from the citizens could be addressed at that time.

Commissioner Mastin stated that this would be a
huge investment for Air Evac and five years may be
too restrictive.

Dr. Matt Tiefenbrunn, 1 Ruby Road, advised the
Commission that he is a physician at Missouri
Baptist Hospital and there are many times that a few
minutes can make the difference.  Air Evac
approached the Hospital and they referred them to
the property owned by Blue Devils, LLC.  He also
noted that he also lives close to the helicopter flights
and noted that in the big picture, someone’s life may
be on the line.  He feels a little nuisance now and
again is okay if it is helping an individual in a critical
situation.  From a medical standpoint, every minute
counts. 

Commissioner Cottrell made a motion to issue the
conditional use permit to Air Evac, 673 Sappington
Bridge Road,  with the condition that it will expire 10
years from the date of project completion. 
Commissioner Mastin seconded the motion.  Motion
failed, with Chairman Eaton, Commissioner Kramer
and Commission Dace voting no.  Motion failed.

Denial of a conditional use permit, must meet the
following requirement of City Code 400.265.  The
following are the four requirements.

1. Will not endanger the public health or safety;

2. Will not injure the value of adjoining or abutting
property;

3. Will be in harmony with the area in which it is
located; and

4. Will be in conformity with the land use plan,
highway master plan or other plan officially
adopted by the Board of Aldermen.

The Council discussed their reasoning for voting
yes and no to the previous motion to approve the
conditional use permit.

Commissioner Jones advised that he feels that
Missouri Baptist Hospital is an enormous asset to
the City of Sullivan residents and surrounding
areas.  Growth and progress is imperative. 

Commissioner Mastin stated that he felt that there
is a degree of nuisance when you live in any



community.  He feels that growth is part of what
every community wants. 

Commissioner Dace feels that this endeavor is not
in harmony with the area and would be better
suited to the airport environment.  

Chairman Eaton feels that the fuel tank would
endanger public safety as the Sullivan Fire
Protection District has not received any proposed
plans.

Commissioner Kramer feels that it will injure the
value of adjoining or abutting property and will not
be harmony with the area in which it is located.

Caren Cain-McCulloch, 700 Sappington Bridge
Road, advised that she believes that the FAA will
not grant approval for another helipad at the
proposed location.

Further discussion ensued.

Commissioner Dace made a motion, seconded by
Commissioner Mastin to approve the conditional
use permit for Air Evac, 673 Sappington Bridge
Road, to operate an air ambulance business with
the following conditions: permit will expire 10 years
from the date of project completion and  have the
approval of the Sullivan Fire Protection District,
specifically the Fire Marshall.

Roll call vote was as follows: Commissioner
Cottrell, yes; Commissioner Dace, no;
Commissioner Kramer, no; Commissioner Mastin,
yes; Chairman Eaton, yes; and Commissioner
Jones, yes.  Motion carries.

Communications and Visitors’ Comments

Commission’s Forum-None

Adjournment
With no further questions or comments,
Commissioner Dace made the motion, seconded
by Commissioner Mastin to adjourn. The motion
carried unanimously.  At 8:50 p.m. the meeting
was adjourned.


