
NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING
September 3, 2019

(Subject to Approval at the September 17, 2019 Council Meeting)

PUBLIC HEARING
Fiscal Year 2020 Budget
Mayor Dennis Watz called the public hearing to order in the Council Room at City Hall, 210 West
Washington at 7:00 p.m.  Attending the hearing were five citizens, Alderman Ward One Tony
Wessler, Alderman Ward One Mark Dalton, Alderman Ward Three Bobby Maupin, Alderman
Ward Two T.J. Carey,  Alderman Ward Three Paul McCulloch and Alderman Ward Two Jason
Alexander.  Also attending were City Attorney Justin Head, City Administrator J.T. Hardy, City
Engineer Robert Schaffer, and City Clerk Jan Koch. 

Overview
Administrator Hardy recapped the city’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2020 reporting a projected
balance forward of $23.8 million, $24.7 million in revenues, and $25.7 million for expenditures.
Administrator Hardy reported that  no rate increases are projected for water & sewer (2010) and
electric (2012) services.  He then outlined  proposed capital improvement projects for Fiscal Year
2020 which included ten new airport hangars, Main Street to Sappington Bridge Road sidewalk,
Fisher Street sidewalk project, Park & Recreation Feasibility Study, Exit 226 Signalization, City
Lake improvements, City Hall HVAC replacement, North Side trail system extension (southern
section) and other various projects and equipment.  The proposed budget included Prop P salary
increases for current law enforcement officers with all other city employees receiving a 3% step
increase.  In Fiscal Year 2019, two new School Resource Officers were added along with another
detective in the Police Department.  Administrator Hardy reported two bonds were paid in Fiscal
Year 2019: 1) the 2011 Series (water & sewer system); and 2) Series 1999A (sewer system).   

Citizen Input
Bob Hathman asked if and when utility billing would become more current instead of running two
months behind.  Staff is working toward this goal.  
Mr. Hathman asked when construction would start on Exit 226 signalization.  The timeline is to go
out to bid in the Fall 2019 with construction starting in Fiscal Year 2020.  
He then asked about city lake & shoreline maintenance.  Administrator Hardy stated plans are
underway for dredging, vegetation growth and chemical use.  

Eric Roberts asked if the budget included a feasibility study for the soccer fields.  Administrator
Hardy reported that RFQs will likely be sought in January 2020.  

Alderman Wessler asked if the budget message would be posted online.  Administrator Hardy
stated that the city’s website will have a synopsis once it’s completed, but the local newspaper has
also been diligent about reporting on both Fiscal Years 2019 & 2020 budget developments.  

Alderman McCulloch asked what portion of the budget goes toward actual salaries (without other
personnel expenditures) and what portion of that is the Police Department.  Mayor Watz reported
that representatives from the Police Department met with Administrator Hardy to discuss the Fiscal
Year 2020 budget, pay increases and Prop P.  The Police Department felt that the Prop P fund
should not be considered when deciding which departments should receive the 3% step increase.
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Citizen Hathman asked if this included a cost-of-living increase.  Administrator Hardy stated that
for the last seven years, employees have not received a COL but 3% step/pay increases had been
budgeted.  This led into more discussion about wages with Alderman Dalton suggesting making
the proposed step increase  2.9%.  This led into further discussion about the Prop P Fund.
Alderman Alexander noted that other cities set a certain amount for law enforcement officers but
the City of Sullivan gives 100% of the Prop P funds received every month to Sullivan’s law
enforcement officers.  Administrator Hardy noted that the Prop P taxes collected are to be used for
law enforcement salary compensation and the Fiscal Year 2019 budget message outlined that intent.
Following more discussion about wages, Alderman Alexander made a motion to include all
departments in the 3% step increase.  Alderman McCulloch seconded the motion.  More discussion
was held with Administrator Hardy asking if there was a specific direction on how to fund this
increased expenditure.  Administrator Hardy offered some options to which the Board concurred.
Following this discussion, the motion was voted upon and carried unanimously.   

Alderman Wessler asked what the next step would be after this hearing.  Administrator Hardy
reported that an ordinance for budget adoption will be prepared for the September 20, 2019 council
meeting.

HEARING ADJOURNED
Being no further citizen input, Alderman Maupin made a motion to close the public hearing.
Alderman Alexander seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with a roll call vote as
follows:  Alderman Mark Dalton, aye;  Alderman Jason Alexander, aye; Alderman Paul
McCulloch, aye; Alderman T.J Carey, nay; Alderman Tony Wessler, aye; and Alderman Bobby
Maupin, aye. 

h h h h h h h

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
Mayor Dennis Watz called the council meeting to order in the Council Room at City Hall, 210 West
Washington, Sullivan, Missouri at approximately 7:50 p.m.  Roll call was taken and attending the
meeting were Alderman Ward One Mark Dalton, Alderman Ward Two Jason Alexander, Alderman
Ward Three Paul McCulloch, Alderman Ward Three Bobby Maupin, Alderman Ward Two T.J.
Carey, and Alderman Ward One Tony Wessler.  Also attending were City Administrator J.T. Hardy,
City Attorney Justin Head, City Clerk Jan Koch and City Engineer Robert Schaffer.     

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
At this time, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone present.  The Pledge was followed
by a moment of silence. 

AGENDA APPROVAL
Alderman Maupin made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Alderman McCulloch
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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MINUTES APPROVED
Notes from the council meeting held August 20, 2019 were presented.  Alderman McCulloch made
a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Alderman Maupin seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously.  

REQUESTS & PETITIONS
Pedestrian Safety Ordinance
Mr. Phil Fieser appeared before the Board and stated he has been homeless since June 6, 2019 and
currently rents a room at the local Motel 6.  After offering a brief personal account of circumstances
involving his current situation, he stated that he didn’t feel that standing at the off-ramps along I-44
was unsafe.  Mr. Fieser stated that it was never his intention to be retired standing on the bridge.
He noted that no one attempted to talk with either himself or his wife before the local newspaper
printed an article about the proposed ordinance.  He stated he was trying to stay legit without
bothering anyone in the community.  He added that he wants to get back on his feet again and felt
it would be a freak accident if anything happened.  Mayor Watz was then thanked for allowing him
to address the Board.  

STANDING COMMITTEES
Planning & Zoning
P&Z held a meeting on August 22, 2019 and reviewed and recommended approval of a plat
submitted by James & Anna Rice and Rachel Wallis Andreasson Revocable Trust & Henrick
Thomas Andreasson Revocable Trust which adjusted lot lines on R-4 zoned property located off
Hawthorn Lane.  (See Ord #3867 passed later on in the meeting.)  

Airport Board
Administrator Hardy reported that the FAA conducted a safety inspection today (9/3/19) at the
airport. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
August 30, 2019 - Storm Damage Report 
Administrator Hardy reported there was widespread damage across the City of Sullivan from the
storm on Friday, August 30, 2019.  Many residential and commercial buildings received damage.
The Electric Department restored all outages with the exception of those structures that had direct
damage to their building, meter base or drop line.  There were many lines and poles damaged due
to trees and wind but the Electric Department did an exceptional job in restoring power quickly and
safely.  The Street Department cleared downed trees in streets as soon as they could when
reported. There were trees in streets on Dunigan, Virginia, Fig, Miller, East Vine, and Dorson
Circle . . . just to name a few.  A citywide brush pick up for large trees will be held for residents.
There were many residential trees down across town.  The Parks Department skating rink building
sustained a lot of damage due to a portion of the roof being blown off.  Damage was assessed and
any items of value were moved from further rain damage and options to mitigate any further
structural damage was also considered.  With the impending weather, materials available, nighttime
approaching, hazardous condition of working on the roof, and non-availability of contractors until
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late in the day, it was decided to postpone activity until early Saturday morning.  A meeting with
a  contractor was held to discuss the building. The insurance company was notified and a claim
number issued.  The concessions stand/bathroom at Jim Bottomley Park also received roof damage.
The Parks Department secured the building.  It may take about three months to restore the buildings
but the city is recovering well.  A brief discussion was held about the work done in 2017 to the
skating rink roof which was a polyurethane coating.  This was followed by more discussion about
the building’s uses which not only includes skating, it also serves as a meeting room for a church,
highway patrol testing, and boy scout meetings.     

Water Crossing of I-44 near Church Street   
City Engineer Robert Schaffer appeared before the Board and reported that Lamke Trenching &
Excavating, Incorporated informed him that due to the additions of existing two-inch steel conduits
in the existing sixteen-inch crossing, they were unable to pull the eight-inch cast  iron pipe from
the casing.  They  brought in pipe bursting equipment to facilitate.  The two-inch steel conduits
were removed and new ten-inch fusible PVC was installed.  Lamke submitted Change Order #1 in
the amount of $9,708 for the additional cost for the bursting machine, labor, mobilization and
materials.  Following some discussion, Alderman Alexander made a motion authorizing payment
of the change order as submitted.  Alderman Dalton seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.     

FINANCE COMMITTEE
September 2019 
Alderman Carey was appointed to review the monthly bills for September 2019 with Alderman
Alexander named as the alternate. 

ORDINANCES
Resubdivision - Lots 16 & 17 Hawthorne Estates Phase 2
Bill No. 3867 sponsored by Alderman Tony Wessler, being an ordinance approving the
Resubdivision of Lots 16 (Sixteen) and 17 (Seventeen) of Hawthorne Estates Subdivision Phase
2 (Two) in the City of Sullivan, Franklin County, Missouri and authorizing the City Clerk to
execute said plat was introduced and read two times.  The question was asked, “Shall Bill No. 3867
become Ordinance No. 3867?”  The aldermen were polled and voted as follows:  Alderman Mark
Dalton, aye; Alderman T.J. Carey, aye; Alderman Jason Alexander, aye; Alderman Paul
McCulloch, aye; Alderman Bobby Maupin, aye; and Alderman Tony Wessler, aye.  Passage of this
ordinance adjusted lot lines on R-4 zoned property located off Hawthorn Lane owned by James &
Anna Rice and Rachel Wallis Andreasson Revocable Trust & Henrick Thomas Andreasson
Revocable Trust.  

City Code - Pedestrian Safety
Bill No. 3868 sponsored by Alderman Paul McCulloch, being an ordinance amending Municipal
Code Title Three (III) Section 300.010 pertaining to definitions and amending Section 345.060
pertaining to prohibited crossing and Section 345.080 pertaining to pedestrians walking along
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roadways in the City of Sullivan, Missouri; and, establishing the effective date, was introduced and
read two times.  The question was asked, “Shall Bill No. 3868 become Ordinance No. 3868?”  The
aldermen were polled and voted as follows:  Alderman Mark Dalton, aye;  Alderman Jason
Alexander, aye; Alderman Paul McCulloch, aye; Alderman T.J Carey, nay; Alderman Tony
Wessler, aye; and Alderman Bobby Maupin, aye.  Passage of this ordinance changed the City Code
definition on controlled access highways and also addressed pedestrian safety as it pertains to
roadways, streets, or highways.  
 

ALDERMEN INPUT
Storm Debris & Unlicensed Solicitors
The aldermen commended city crews on the storm cleanup.  It was reported that apparently citizens
are being contacted by “storm chasers” about doing work for them.  Administrator Hardy stated that
solicitors are required to have a permit but the city hasn’t issued any yet.  

MAYOR INPUT
Storm Cleanup
Mayor Watz expressed thanks and appreciation to not only city crews but also to the Administrator
Hardy for the quick storm recovery.  

ADJOURN
Being no further business at this time, Alderman McCulloch made a motion to adjourn.  Alderman
Maupin seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with a roll call vote as follows:  Alderman
Paul McCulloch, aye; Alderman T.J. Carey, aye; Alderman Tony Wessler, aye; Alderman Bobby
Maupin, aye; Alderman Mark Dalton, aye; and Alderman Jason Alexander, aye.  The meeting
adjourned at approximately 8:55 p.m. 
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